
 

is pleased to present 

» CUEILLETTE MIGNONNE / CUTE PICKING « 
solo show by Hélène Padoux 

February 6th 2021 - March 13th 2021 
Opening Reception: February 6th 2021, 11.00 am - 5.00 pm 

Absorbed in a conflict of feelings, cueillette mignonne unfolds as a fever dream of seductive cuteness 
intertwined with threats of toxicity. The figures that inhabit the canvases drift in dark tenderness in states of 
suspended agency and diffusiveness, simultaneously disturbed and reassured. 

Être une bonne poire — the French expression for a person whose generosity will backlash with naivety — 
is in Padoux’s universe represented in tendered fruits and flowers with a sentimental attitude toward the 
diminutive and vulnerable. While appreciating them as cute and vulnerable beings of escapism, the feeling 
we are confronted with is easily overpowered by a second feeling of manipulation and exploitation. The 
norm wants us to see the aesthetic of the cute as an aesthetic of powerlessness. There can be no experience of 
any person or object as cute that does not somehow call up the sense of power over those who are less 
powerful. 

But in cueillette mignonne, the figures that embody the naive and cute are celebrated as empowered creatures 
of vulnerability. Here, sweetness is treated with darkness in order to unfold the uneasiness it leads to. Padoux 
advances a poetic and critical exploration of the aesthetic of cuteness; from the seemingly naive arises a 
critique of the consumerism and power structures that is interwoven in the art world, where the practices of 
young artists are the most vulnerable and where those in power can pick as they choose. 

Cueillette mignonne embraces the heroic teen attitude and honors the affective power of cuteness in an 
aesthetic of 
emotionality. 

Take a cute peek. And make a cute pick. 

                      Sif Lindblad  

* * *

Cueillette mignonne at Lily Robert is the artist’s very first solo show. Hélène Padoux (FR, 1993) lives and works in 
Hamburg (DE). She holds a BFA from Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts de Paris and is currently finishing her 
MFA at HFBK University of Fine Arts (studio Jutta Koether). She has exhibited in group shows at Lily Robert (Paris), 
Šopa Gallery (Košice), Valentinskamp 39 (Hamburg), Kunstverein Harburger Bahnhof (Hamburg), and Bastione San 
Maurizio (Turin).

Artist: Hélène Padoux 
Title: CUEILLETTE MIGNONNE / CUTE PICKING 
Dates: February 6th 2021 - March 13th 2021 
Address: 18 rue de l’Hôtel de Ville, 75004 Paris 
Opening Times: Wed - Sat » 2 pm - 6 pm and by appointment 
Nearest metro: Pont Marie - Cité internationale des arts 
Closed Sundays and Bank Holidays

For further information please contact lily@lilyrobert.com or visit www.lilyrobert.com
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Hélène Padoux    
Une vie de poire (2020) 
60x60cm 
Acrylic, ink, polyester, canvas 
 
 
 
 



 

 
For further information please contact lily@lilyrobert.com or visit www.lilyrobert.com 
 

 
Hélène Padoux 
Pour aller où (2020) 
50x60cm 
Acrylic, ink, denim, canvas 


